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Research Progress on the Bioactivity, Mechanisms,
and Applications of Theaflavins
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(1.College of Food Science and Engineering, Tianjin University of Science and Technology, Tianjin 300457, China;
2.Research Centre of Modern Analytical Technology, Tianjin University of Science and Technology,
Tianjin 300457, China)

Abstract: Theaflavins (TFs) is natural water-soluble tea pigments formed during the processing of fermented tea, possess
multiple hydroxyl or phenolic hydroxyl groups within their benzodrol phenol ketone structure, which is one of the
determinants of the quality of fermented tea. In recent years, TFs have garnered widespread attention due to their diverse
biological activities, including anti-inflammatory, hypoglycemic, prevention of cardiovascular, antiviral, antitumor,
antibacterial, protective of mental health, and organ protection effects. As research on TFs continues to deepen, their
mechanisms of biological activity and clinical application prospects have been gradually clarified, and they are expected
to play a greater role in various fields. This paper reviews the biological activities and mechanisms of action of TFs, as well
as their application status and research directions in fields such as biomedicine, food health, beauty and daily necessities,
and agriculture and animal husbandry, aiming to provide an outlook for the future development and application prospects
of TFs.
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LIE R — PP A e A R BRI A, DLILLTHa Yy
e, BRI BER A A R 0 B SR SZ ) RIH 2 A =
%, HEAE MK AWK DT s, aaish Bofa ZFE %
T AR B RR BT, A AEA 2 (A LESE . 45
W) 2 GEMR . WMER . A5 HEAE . Hidh, i E
(Theaflavins ) J&—FPFELL AN Tad F2 T i) 4 25
a2, HLIASTEM 0.5%~3%, ANMURMTEZIAS A,
IR EE R, WIRL AR S 2y i
fith 2 —P, AR I R IR, AR R B A PTRD
RN I @ 0 S LN 11115 AR /1 s AR 1 N S L
BT RS PR R AR R T ST
T, S B RISC T2 BRI R i 2 —.

HATZSEZE N I R B2 . iR e s 32l
H AR MR A 2 Tlk . SR, Zs e 2k
B BAT A AR AT &8 TRIME . S BS 2lifb AN G . BRI
Z M ARSECRAIG . A7 A i AN L v T =
S5 ] R, A 45 B 2R AR I BLAR N PR AR Rl
RS RGHUE Y SR T RIS R
B A BT PR R E FIAL, Bah T 5 2 2 Ay R A ERIR AN
SR FH A B E RS AR, B A IR

TF K R AR . B2 25 5540k i A5 o FH B Rl 2%
PEFISCERFE ¢, DS A = AR i m s R T o
1 FEZVELMR

ZH R AR MR B A AR gh S, M AT 237~
240 °C, ZiE T oK, WlE, 20, IR, 1B T B 2R
2T, M T Ul AN T = P B AR, KSR
M pH Z4°K 5.7, ZRFRMWEILHIT S LA EAHIET,
HARSRPUEAIRRE DT, (BRRE S22, 532 5
2R R T A A KA nl 2D A AR BRSO RE
PRI RE N A B R AEYPE I 280, 380 F1 460 nm 4b3Y
A kg, Forp e 280 nm AN S g A5
WY E TR R LS EE R AT AW 2 W A AR
(Polyphenol oxidase, PPO) FIEALAE T T &AL 4n &1
JEA 2R 5 RS 14 i — 2L S 0 SR

HHAT, 245 h RIS R 53 A 28 Fi(5R 1),
Forp & i e 2 19 2 25 ¥ 3R (Theaflavin, TF1) | A58
2K -3-P% & THRHS (Theaflavin-3-gallate, TF2a) . 52
2 -3'-I & T LR (Theaflavin-3'- gallate, TF2b) FlI 4%
T 2R W B F MR M ( Theaflavin-3,3'-digallate,
TF3)U, BARMZEFaNE 1 iR,

R ARERATR SR Fhe

Table I Theaflavins and their precursors!'®"”

A5 P eI PN e AEXT 53 B (g/mol )
1 ECG+EC %53 % Theaflavin(TF) 564.5
2 EGCG+EC ZRIEE -3 - E T AR Theaflavin-3'-gallate 704.6
3 ECG+EGC ZHE-3- I B TN Theaflavin-3'-gallate 704.6
4 GC+ECG AR -3 B TIARE Isotheaflavin-3'-gallate 716.6
5 EGC+C Hi 2k ¥ F Neotheaflavin 564.5
6 EGCG+C AT E-3-I% B FHRMR Neotheaflavin-3-gallate 716.6
7 GC+EC FA<H# Isotheaflavin 564.5
8 EGCG+ECG FREHE-3-3- B A TR Theaflavin-3,3'-gallate 716.6
9 EC+GA FHLHETR Epitheaflavic acid 4284
10 ECG+Pyrogallol FAHIR-3-1% B TR Epitheaflavic acid-3-gallate 580.4
11 C+Pyrogallol ZKIEHR theaflavic acid 428.4
12 EGC+Pyrogallol FALHE A Epitheaflagallin 552.5
13 EGCG+Catechol FIRHRE R -3- I B TR Epitheaflagallin-3-gallate 458.4
14 GC+Catechol ZR RS R theaflagallin 552.4
15 EGC+ECG ENIES 704.6
16 EGCG+EC ENIES 704.6
17 ECG+C ABELERTES A Theaflavate A 852.7
18 ECG+EC X he ARG B Theaflavate B 852.7
19 EGCG+C IR GEMRTE B Neotheaflavate B 716.6

20 Theaflavin-3-gallate+EC RCEY L P45 # % A Theadibenzotropolone A 973.0
21 Theaflavin-3-gallate+C MORPF B EP 48 8 % B Theadibenzotropolone B 973.0
22 Neotheaflavin-3-gallate+EC RORGF R A A5 2 C Theadibenzotropolone C 974.8
23 Theaflavin-3, 3'-gallate+2EC =R RIS T R Theatribenzotropolone A 973.0
24 Theaflavin+Theaflavin KA B Bistheaflavin B 875.0
25 Theaflavin+Theaflavin W ## A Bistheaflavin A 875.0
26 GA+Catechol KA -

27 Pyrogallol 214845 Purpurogallin 2202
28 GA+GA (Pyrogallol) 21 2K51R Purpurogallin carboxylic acid 264.2

E: pyrogallol, 7K = }; catechol, 2P7E - Wr; GA, % & FHiZ (gallic acid); C, JLASZ (catechin); GC, & & T JLA % (gallocatechin); Epi-, 3; Neo-, #f; Iso-,

5; Theaflavin-3'-gallate, 25 85 % -3'- L% 15 T-ARTE; Theaflavin-3,3'-digallate, 2% 8 25 X% & T-FAHH o
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Fig.1 Chemical structural formulae of the four main components of theaflavins
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Fig.2 Bioactive and effects of theaflavins

2.1 PURFEE MR AE RS
HREIAS S X NWPLRIE 8 2 HEE, IFkEE

WFFE IR A, HATHAE IAE FIAIL ) 28 7 v i)

ZHANG 5P S35l ad /NREEEIESE T TF3 B UK
FRPRAE A A WEAR UEDT R M2 W4 A fh R 5
IEREFF R ST 58, U T TF3 BAA bR i,
TEA A A B T I RUR A T RGP IITRYT o

g =P 3 T 7O E B PCR 2256 (Quantitative Real-
time Polymerase Chain Reaction, qRT-PCR) £ {ll] 5%
Z 1§y (Tea Polyphenols, TPs) Fll TFs X Jig Z ## (Lipo-
polysaccharide, LPS) 75 % 1) RAW264.7 4l 52 5E [K]
F mRNA R KL m WM, TEL LPSH S E W
RAW264.7 4 fis B AR EEF) TPs 1 TFs J& %
B Wk B ) TPs A1 TFs 0] LA i LPS i & 1Y

RAW264.7 4 4t Jitd v b 98 3K ZE X + -a( Tumor
Necrosis Factor-a, TNF-a) . 441~ 2 -18(Interleukin-
18, IL-18) . 142 -6(Interleukin-6, IL-6) mRNA [¥J
22K T IH (P<0.05), &7~ T TPs A1 TFs Al LA il
LPS 75519 RAW264. 741 il 531 98 iE PH 5 5% 5’4
Mo fras RN, TPs 45 50 A 2 B35 & ik
Ry BEPURACER RIS 38, PRAEIEGEE 1 BYLas,
TFs 20 500 e i F s R iEaa 1T 1gA A7
B g A T 28 PR 28 AN ZE RIS R . GAO 4522 5
A CT A8 TF3.E E 8 T IR YIBRAR (OVX)
/NERPEE, 5 OVXUNEAHEL TF3 BEAK T 2R 40
K F BRI AERSN 256 SR TF3 GEAS (L U S iE PR
B R B E AU al, BEsin H ot ek o, CRP R4l
Mo b S22 FE T, Mg/ N G R, YR T TF3
AT A8 S vk AR e A DR 9 RE RIS B BT R I AE
Fo BRI R A28 1-(L-18) T HiR UK
LHRRIAG L T ARG M T RIS, I FHE ) Al il =)
7 VI ER AR 1555 B Y- ST R R B TF3
i 3 1 ] PIBK/AKT/NF-xB i 4%, 3 7% Nrf2/HO-
1 IR AR B AU TR SPUAEALEE J1, P
BB Ui, BARH T TF3 BrEA APT 28 16 Tk T LAXT
B G R BFRTYEH . A5 =\ il 0
T VETT RIS T . bUAER S T SR BB
RITIEL, T E A 0] LIAE A —Flogr il 2532 A 3
B A sz
2.2 PEIMEFEEMRAERNS

YT AR w4 11 IR R 24530 38 A7 A —
FE M EIVE R, PRI, JF & sz B ICRIWE FH Y R FEpE
FIHAEE R X TR, BB E R —Fh Rk
Yy, JRE S R 2P R IS P, AR RIS 11448 4R T
AL T BT HE, SARKAR 450PY RS S 45w
ML SR (BTE-TF ) VR #EIRAA PR 3R 155 S 0O PR
JRICER 12 JH, 45535080 BTE-TF 0] LLVAYT Zh4 04 I
WK, S5 AR I8 . AE FNZH BRI T X P HE PRI 175
S0 E S, S uE ] T BTE-TF A 1Y
g HB3 I P O LT LA A W PR PSS 380 B 54 -
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LI 252 LU &R R Torii(SDT) KB A 5T 4
G, MBS T ARV EAE R BUA N IR, A i i
FAT DG A PR SZ A B B 3R 5 AR A A ORI LR
HTIAORE R B9V, S UERA T A 2% nl Do
PR I I 2R A SRR B B PR AR . WANG
SRV WESE 1A B IR IR B S S OB PR /) B
SN, SRR BE (28 8 ZOR P DR/ I BRGEA TRE 1
AbFE, FFVPARL HOT MO | I A2 i 18 B R R U8 15 4R
o SRR, AR T IREE Y I B e E Y 4,
¥y, 3 e HE SRR AR SCHUAT 25 B A A A
PRIFE, DA 25 AR M g /) By v TR s TR

FFATS T MBS o ARHRAERT WSS B8 X a- A5 0E
RN S I E I (Y S S P K O B o7a v = B a e v il =
BET 4 PPAS R PARRT o D0 I 0030 0 5
L5 SRR TR3M Ml & SR fe o B 38, 1 1C (H N
0.05 mg/mL. ST A2 0t 28 76 R INUHE Sl i v FH
PR T SRR SRR, HE— 2P UE T ] R
WA UIAH DG A2 FERE MMV E o VLA A RS 0
X7 I BIHEPRIR (Type2 Diabetes Mellitus, T2DM ) /)»
FRUMDBEF LA AR, P9 R IR i R B B
[FAIC T2DM /N RG2S I UBE . i 2% e i 238 & i . b
A 1 IR AP T B L P A 2R R R I A 2R AR
P, BE MBS IS S5, ARSI E . E RTIE
FE R ING 0 FR R EE S GRS AR L A I
V9 g T A P 2 R YA ISR DG AR FHATL
1R, S R AR N FHAEE I 7 TR TRt
3%,
2.3 B BN I E SR & AE R HLH

L BELELAYLOAL, VAR . Pk s ik
HOREATE AL B /E D7 I 2B R (& 3) 01, H
VE Ry — PP AR O I I 58058 TR RV GRY T, 2
FaE A PrE L . Brae . BRI . RIS B Al i/ M
RAEFZTHLHIRIEEACY. AoidqaEt) @it dsr
YR A AR TR 4R 57 255 i 38 %) AR A RUAER 25 8 R 2 1
(oxLDL)#ESAY THP-1 B WEgu iR AL A AL R 3
B K AL, 2R B2 nT DL HH THP-1 Fo
AL AR AL, I oxLDL #E5AY THP-1 E WS4 4
FEJFE L NRF2/HO-1 {5 538 B8 8% T AR, X
VEIT SRR AL B B0 S, PSS uE A T A
RO LA 95 995 B 36 v i i e i F A M . XB AR
D2 SR ARSI N S BRI R B TF3 G & T 7
AT SRR DAIpe R B PN R 64405, A il A PN 12
TIRERSE, YRR P N2 AN At S0 A 0 S8R 495 R SR 6 2 I,
S SC I UERH TF3 GEM% ik 25 i 55 145 P9 52 40 i 16
F7o BIRAEDS) PR E Z N A K R LB LA
YER BIHLHII ST, A A B Z n] i S a B LR =R
75 3 dH o AR K RO L e i, HEATL ) RT B 5 R Y
Nrf2/HO-1/NQO1 {5 53l % . 324 M8 - Fn 4tk
WA 2%, ShSEIGIESE T TF3 HA 190 WLER I A~

FHER . JEDHERY SR 148 % 5K 2R 11(Angiotensin 11,
ANGID 755 H9¢2 R Fl U JULAH A 7 g #RAVE O LR
J& (Pathological cardiac Hypertrophy, PCH) & %l |
% 1T TF3 Xt PCH By Bij /E FH A oL, a5 2R3k
BH TF3 i@ Pl 55 U8 Al 2 B AR 15 1k T diiaAz A
“F ( Calcineurin-Nuclear Factor of Activated T cells,
Ca N-NFAT) {55 W5 (H 1M 45 Bk & 1155 H9c2
4t & 2 PCH, J- RIS A N oK ST, 34
PFRIESE T A58 28 BAA IET SR M A BOVE ., BEAIRCo 1
BB & AR IS M e RN TF3 TR . UL
RARERAL T SRR . HRTARF ST SR IE R A 3R
AT LB TS AR AL . 43 1A N R DIRERSE |
I N B A AR AR . Bk L AR OV E
BT Co i ML A 10 R A, A BB AR I RS

SR AT
i i

/MR R
3 ZSBER A TBT O B 1 7 =X
Fig.3 Ways of preventing cardiovascular diseases
of theaflavins
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24 IUREIEMRIERNS
FEEEPURENM TR, F 5

B AEWF ST DU AR 222K B E TF1. TF2a, TF2b Hl
TF3 MPUREEIE P WL E] TF1 F1 TF2b 7E4H /K
S b B 30 B B HINL-ULL82 Y /E ., 1
TF2b 0] 41l JEes 22 B UL 5 | 2 1 BB E I 28, BEEAIR

BB N BT AR gk e, 2R/ BN Y S 3010

PRE R, BRARHBET R IZFoT A8 2 R AR

TBIREE 2T R AL T RS, Ik

T HAEPUR BRI N Y 71 DENG 458080 ff58 T

POFh 3= 22 TFs AYHTIE R #EE (Zika Virus, ZIKV) 7%
P, Z B TF1 A1 TF2b i i # i ZIKV 5 52 i R R
B, 3T ZIKV/Z16006 BEARTE BHK Fl1 Vero 4L
R R A 5 AR PN G Fh 2 B TE2b 325 TG/ B
AR, KW TF2b HATRSRIPUREEVE, nI/ER
TRYIT ZIKV BRI TETEAGE 250) o HOtR B2 i 3
(LSDV) X A= BRFE A= MV 44 ™ 25 )@, WANG 4567

¥yl T EHYSG LSDV(LSDV-ATK/EGFEP), ik
BELGY I Rl TR AL TR T, FEE R 2 B

I RO R A AN AN A i B B I 28 Y R 2 Y
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HIVE, 33X LSDV BIPUIREE 25 T 23244t 17580 JANEERE ST o SATO ZEW) fFFE 55 Z LA EXT
FIRFSE ) o HAETAYBFSE A, SR R Z5 i = nl LLadE i BELE ZEFAT Bl PN Bl A FH S A B AL, 48558 W ail
AN 8 BE B A I AR . I B RE A i MEREREARIE H 1 (PG) XU T EXT A s Z2 YA R

T T RAE R 1L-6 FRIR S/ B LHITE 2T 22 1 1E
HH, I HXF - — S [EpE 2R 4N ZIKV 8 . LSDV
JREE A REFIIRITRE ] o SR, &P R AR R
1A ) BARST R B L] B HAE AR i AN BHA, 47575 iE
—IRAWGE, LR H 1R FHALE, s HAE
YUR BRI & PN
2.5 BMEEMERIERLE

JoERE S H AU N R i TR R 2z —, iF
KRG IR IR 25 A AE B BE . HIIEERY FERE
FEASEE 2R R /N B LA g 4 R U8 T AR FH AL 1
S R R IR R A5 IR R MR MO, A R EUE C-
127 40 B I8 T 0 45 FH 2 T 1 5, 55 8 3Rl PI3KY
Akt {550 B P TSR R LA TR R A, X
LA R AT REEPUI IR YT T AT — 2 I 71 .
SUR 5P PEAR T W & F IR % & T %R 15 ( Epiga-
llocatechin Gallate, EGCG) /452 & %] CCl, /N-nitos-
odiethylamine 75 5 14 /)N BRI 8 & A2 i #2 o Wnt A1
Hedgehog (Hh) i 4% [ F& 58T (14 {25 1[5 FIE T 5L
R, BRI EGCG/A 8 2 RYT W398/ T T dt R iy
YA I I T U8 T %, KR 3E 1 PR Wt Fl
Hh P15 538 B0 I A0 g 5 i385, JERH T 2%
R ALERNE R T AR KRN g 1. B
LB PRFT TF1 Xf AT Bel-7402 ZHAYSEN, AT
ANFEF S TR AT Bel-7402 40 il it 3
FEATEAS, (EDE T, H HAFAER AR, 7Rk
K, WiV A Ak (P<0.05), SIERA T TF1 A] fEim it (5
53 BEAH G TR 1 TGF-g 3 18 Bel-7402 41 i
WagE | A, HARHEHH T, X— K BEK, TF1 7¢
PO ST AT VP M B FHANEL, AR nTAE g it
N2 IATIRANIGERIT Ko £ 1, e n] Uam
SRR AR A | FE RS NS AR AT = R e A
RELPE T . TG (oA W 224 45 i A5 S B B g U PEAE
FHSY, B0 R I S 5B A 3 FH I T I 2 BRI 4
) G IR, e8I YR YT 7 T H A )T e i e,
[ [1p=:e8
2.6 HIEEMRAERNE

AR EAT ) A R, BRSO i 2 R
2 PG PHPE P AR PE R A0 A=, HI BRI =2k A
AR | & R ShBE TP A S LR 305 5457
W, AT 7R S T & B AT W B X A A BR P
S19 ARG NE HEHIVER, £ T /84 SC19 19/
FRAFEIE %2, 3l 2k ) S0 E B T A5 38 R X A A R o
S19 A HIZEANHIWE, 15 BAEARSANE AR i
2517 S BB, WANG 2554 5@ 5 37 & 51
T B S R I TE3 TEARINSASEETE UA159
HAMHIVER, T LU ST AT AEER B A IR T

SRR, 5 HIR BRI TEA G, RIS H R 0T LA
T REAR AN RS e S AT RN TEESS ZE AT o, R
ARSRAPNEE TG E . ZREEE 0T LUm A B IR SOR AR )
ZHBRR (BE) (A SEEEE, S30RTAE Y 2 ARSI EE &
0t 5 R A i/ Sie Ay A TR, DA 2K B 3 AE
55 NZEAE S0 PP 05 e T 1007 T HA §E AL L
Mrit. HRTAOBTIESS S im s 25 3 28 nT LU i £
FRANEA . I H A PRI 2R . T 40 58 55 1 55 1E
FH, i HIF R S Dige b &9 .
2.7 {RIPIERERRAERLE]

WFFE R, A58 RN FEIRSE £ . PLimAR . Bk
IR DU BRI LA R i 2 A 85 T T R 0 HH VA R o
R LA E o AR ML 22 pb KPrafedhiR .
EL SO e ) piy il VAN 78 1= B A R e D B P Ak o
IR AR ANO S597 S Y -RR T S0 R R R
i A2 B 1 AR 2 22 AT ARG 1k /N BUPEBE R i C 4235
P FFNEREEA T, HoA R AFE AR RS sl R B -
FEEGRAEE A EPM I3 S 56 v i B sl ) e R
FEVEF A o) 1] e e B A i /b o X SRPALTAS I3
R ATREA B b H R AR TS TP IR IR L. EWA
SO S INAS I B 22 By IS AT LASE S RA] SR PR v 2R BORE Y
e R, AR FH AL 2 A5 £ 15 1 I 334 0% o 30 ol 75 -1
(PAI-1) k¥, TF3 7] LA PAL-1 H W] BEAEIRZE Y
PAI-1 5| A (% Baf 2 P vt K LCAE sk A b & #5EE o
PR R EAA YR E LRI . Bl IEiCA 2345
PUAMAR . i/ fE RS TR, AR R BB —Fh
HFIRLEY TR PR 259, 3T RS e R v s 1
Kil.
2.8 RIPFREHENMHREIERLE

AR, O A AR POBFST AR, S R At
€7l a1 INDTINY: N 17 3; SN = | 1 = <9 [INES R 95 S e = X =
—FEWPIRL, AEASE A] LA — R a B 24 4%
A, BRI 2 B,
2.9 FEEFMFEMRAEREM R EERNH

T IR T4 (htNSCs) AR IR 32 2
X1 2 10 e B S AR 2L, ] —FP K A gR i
RNA Hnscr BJFE# 2 SHBUNR T RN T4 5
PR T FAE R AL XIAO 2500 5l i 40 X %
L TF2a 7] DIALEL Hnscr BTG ME, FEAK T htNSCs 1Y
I, MRS T B A SR . LI 8607 f9BisT
ZE SRR R T A EE 2R i U - 8 - Il RV
T BOR AN IS S BERE RSy T VR AEAE I, 2K %
PR ALE I — R R & T s, X5 [
FRES) N RERA — &SGR, WE T2 R BA
PP A WTE TR, AT A —Fhr ik &+
Wik, AP E5 AR . CAT %60 i
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K2 BRI T RS

Table 2  Studies of theaflavins in organ protection

BFFETIAR WFFT R E DN
Il TF37A )7 B NAFLDAEIR A8 2 e = B (ob/ob ) /N, & BRTE3 B 1k 1 M 5 R Rl o,
TRTTARTEDRS PR 0

WD T RN R, AR T I REA, DR Tﬁ‘g/ﬁb/l\ FRUFF A Hh A I 375 IS K- A TGRS, A MEE ZHOUZER
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